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Dr. CT Hanson will be the 
interim department chair of 
mass communications this 
semester. 
Dr. Mark Strand, the mass 
communications department 
chair, will be on sabbatical. 
Hanson said Strand is 
interested in fundraising for 
the department during his time 
away. The money would be 
used for scholarships and other 
needs within the department.
Hanson, a professor at 
MSUM for 20 years, served as 
the department chair from 1995 
to 2004. Hanson said during 
that time the department did 
a lot of curriculum revisions, 
added new courses, switched 
from quarters to semesters and 
revamped the program. 
“The program has kind 
of evolved if you will with 
technology through the 
years,” Hanson said. “As new 
technologies have come along, 
we’ve integrated those into the 
department.”
The department needed 
to elect an interim chair and 
Hanson volunteered. The 
faculty then elected Hanson to 
serve. 
As department chair, 
Hanson will be in charge of 
administrative work such as 
scheduling classes and visiting 
with prospective students as 
well as doing any administrative 
reports that are requested. He 
will provide continuity and 
stability within the program 
during the semester. 
The faculty would submit 
any new initiatives but Hanson 
would be the one to facilitate 
the request.
Hanson wants to continue to 
make sure the needs of students 
are met.
“(I want to) make sure 
we’re serving the needs of our 
students,” Hanson said, “(That) 
is the principle thing I want to 
make sure that we do.”
Hanson joked that his 
responsibility for the semester 
may require him to get a “gyro 
bowl,” a children’s bowl shaped 
like a gyroscope that prevents 
spilling.
“That’s what I need to do, 
is to just carry things along 







Jan. 15 marks the birth of 
Martin Luther King, Jr. Instead of 
celebrating it with a day off work, 
MSUM has decided to empower 
students to social change through 
a month-long event titled, “Martin 
Luther King Day of Service.”
Jered Pigeon, coordinator of 
multicultural affairs, wants to get 
to the heart of the message —
hearing the message and a call 
to action. 
“We have taken it beyond the 
one day to instill the belief in 
students,” Pigeon said. “Part 
of it is that people learn from 
the community, a lot of growth 
comes from that.”
The MLK Day of Service will 
kick off with the well known 
speaker Hasani Pettiford on Jan. 
MLK speaker kicks off month of service
BY ERICA ANDERSON
andereri@mnstate.edu
To read more from this writer, 
view her blog at 
ericaeanderson.blogspot.com
President Szymanski and Denise Gorsline, dean of university college, announce to students in the CMU on Tuesday that 
the Corrick Center will be closed.
CHRIS FRANZ • chrisfranzphoto.blogspot.com
Corrick Center closes
Student: ‘We were lied to’
On Tuesday, administrators 
shocked students by announcing 
the closing of the Corrick Center. 
That evening, the Task Force 
on Student Graduation and 
Retention Rate Improvement 
held an open forum informational 
meeting in the CMU for students.
The meeting was led by 
President Edna Szymanski, 
Denise Gorsline, dean of the 
university college and Ted 
Gracyk, chair of the task force. 
Other university deans and task 
force members were also in 
attendance.
“Nothing changes for this 
semester,” Gorsline said. She and 
Szymanski said the university 
faculty and staff will work with 
current Corrick Center students 
to help them adjust to the change 




“Everyone here is working 
together to put together a team of 
advisers to help you,” Szymanski 
said. “This is about you and it’s 
about your own way to success.”
Despite these reassurances, 
students are upset, not only by 
the decision to close the Corrick 
Center, but the way they were 
informed about it. Some students 
said they felt as if they were lied 
to.
Earlier this year there were 
rumors about closing the Corrick 
Center, but according to Corrick 
Center student and mentor Sara 
Fritz, the students were told that 
it would not be closed.
“There was about 35 students 
that marched down to Denise 
and we met with her in like 
Octoberish I think,” Fritz said, 
“and we were told right away that 
it was a rumor that the Corrick 
Center was going to be closed, 
that that would not happen.”
“We were lied to,” Corrick 
Center student Patrick Richard 
said. “They said they weren’t 
gonna shut it down, that they 
were gonna revise it, and now 
they shut it down.”
Fritz said she understands 
that a change would have been 
made, but she just thought it was 
handled unprofessionally.
Gorsline said that this was a 
decision that evolved over time, 
which is partly why students may 
feel misinformed.
“More information about the 
decision emerged, and that led us 
in a different direction,” Gorsline 
said. “If you stuck to your first 
decision all the time and didn’t 
consider additional information, 
that would be wrong.”
“The data has shown that the 
Corrick Center students have the 
same retention rates as the rest 
of the campus for their first two 
18 at 4 p.m. to work with a small 
group of cultural student leaders 
in a one-on-one setting. Then 
at  7 p.m. in the CMU Ballroom 
Pettiford will give a keynote 
speech that will be free and open 
to the public. 
Pettiford is a nationally 
known speaker who provides 
an engaging experience and 
one that will empower students, 
according to his website. He 
has been a speaker for 12 years, 
getting rave reviews from clients 
such as Queen Latifa, Michael 
Eric Dyson, Ph. D. and radio 
personality Russ Parr. 
To follow will be a month 
long service project challenge 
from Jan. 18 to Feb. 18. Student 
organizations are encouraged to 
participate by keeping track of 
community service done during 
the month and reporting back on 
an honor system at the end of the 
event. 
At the end of February, an 
awards ceremony will be held to 
reward the “change agents,” those 
with the highest accumulated 
hours, an award of recognition. 
Janet Haak, director of academic 
outreach and engagement, can 
provide a list of organizations to 
volunteer at. 
“We aren’t going to be sticklers 
on what the service is,” Pigeon 
said. “As long as it involves 
assisting an unrepresented 
group — those of low income, 
socioeconomic status. Those that 
have a harder time arriving at the 
poverty line.”
The MLK day of service will 
be done in collaboration with 
housing and Haak’s department. 
“This is a transformative new 
thing,” Pigeon said. “We want 
to get other areas involved in 
cultural programing.”  
Pigeon wants the outcome 
to be an appreciation for the 
community.
“We don’t want them to 
approach this as we are just 
helping someone,” Pigeon said. 
“Its appreciating differences 
and understanding some ills in 
society and working towards 
elevating it.”
For more information on the 
MLK event, contact Pigeon at 
jered.pigeon@mnstate.edu or 

























Advocate staffers now have 
blogs. To read more from 
your favorite writers, be sure 
to check them out online for 







































8:30-10p.m. Chi Alpha Meeting
8:30a.m.-10p.m. Fire Up Friday
9p.m.-Midnight Friday Nights
9a.m.-1p.m. Atonement Church 




1:30-2:20p.m. Hope Lutheran 
Afterschool
3-5p.m. MLK Speaker Focus 
Group
6:30-8:30p.m. Criminal Justice 
Association Officer Michael 
Fildes





7-9p.m. Grocery Bag Bingo
8:30-10p.m. Chi Alpha
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The Advocate is published weekly during the 
academic year, except during final examina-
tion and vacation periods. 
Opinions expressed in The Advocate are not 
necessarily those of the college administration, 
faculty or student body.
The Advocate encourages letters to the editor 
and your turn submissions. They should be 
typed and must include the writer’s name, 
signature, address, phone number, year in 
school or occupation and any affiliations. 
Letters are due by 5 p.m. Monday and can 
be sent to MSUM Box 130, dropped off at 
The Advocate office in CMU Room 110 or 
e-mailed to us at advocate@mnstate.edu. The 
Advocate reserves the right to edit letters and 
refuse publication of letters omitting requested 
information. It does not guarantee the publica-
tion of any letter. 
“People call me inception.”
The Advocate is prepared for publication 
by Minnesota State University Moorhead 
students and is printed by Davon Press, West 
Fargo, N.D.
Copyright 2011, The Advocate.
The Advocate is always looking for talented 
writers, photographers, columnists and illus-
trators. Meetings are held at 2:30 p.m. every 
Monday in CMU 110. 
Contact the editor for more information or 
come to the staff meetings. 
Doug Hamilton Adviser
Rachel Leingang Editor
Kelsie O’Keefe Assistant Editor
Matt Lech Opinion Editor
Erica Anderson Features Editor
Sadie Jones Arts and Entertainment Editor
Matthew Beckman Multimedia Editor
Michael Readel Webmaster
Michael Smith Sports Editor
Chris Franz Photo Editor
Jesse Trelstad Assistant Photo Editor
Danielle Voigt Copy Editor 
Charly Haley Copy Editor
John Enger Copy Editor
Jordan Jeromchek Advertising Manager
Dustin Brick Business Manager
Matt Leingang Distribution Manager





Security Update  
Interim Director of Public Safety 
Mitch Osland
1506 Central Ave. NE








409 Main Ave. 
Moorhead, MN
218.287.1616 
Glassblower owned  |  visit http://mellowmood.co
A blue light phone was 
activated outside the Center for 
Business on Dec. 28, 2010. No 
one was around when the officer 
arrived. 
A fire alarm was set off in 
Neumaier on Dec. 28, 2010. 
Moorhead Fire responded to reset 
the alarm and found a spatula 
burning in the dishwasher. 
A suspicious person was 
reported outside Ballard on 
Dec. 29, 2010. The person was 
identified as a student. There 
were no further issues. 
A vehicle was stuck in a snow 
bank on Dec. 29, 2010. The 
Moorhead Police Department 
was notified and arrested a driver 
for a DUI. 
A narcotics violation was 
reported in Ballard on Dec. 31, 
2010. An individual was referred 
to campus judicial. 
The Office of Student Activities 
invites students to participate in 
the Who’s Who Among Students 
in American Universities and 
Colleges Program. For more than 
70 years, in over 2,300 institutions 
in all 50 states, this national 
program has honored outstanding 
campus leaders for their scholastic 
and co-curricular achievements. 
Students now have the opportunity 
to nominate worthy students for 
this honor. Criteria include a GPA 
of 3.0 or higher, participation 
and leadership in academic and 
co-curricular activities, and service 
to the university and community. 
To nominate, go to www.
mnstate.edu/osa/resources/forms/
whoswhonominationform.htm and 
complete the nomination form. 
All nominations are due Feb. 4. 
A selection committee will review 
nominations and outstanding 
student leaders will receive the 
Who’s Who honor. Certificates 
will be presented at the annual 
Student Organization Awards 
Ceremony in April.
Who’s  Who Among 
Students  seeks 
nominat ions
The Dragons After Dark 
program is in need of supplies 
for the Jan. 21 event. Students 
will have the opportunity to 
make their own Ribbon Memo/
Photo Board for their rooms. 
They are trying to go green 
by using recycled items. Items 
needed are any fabric pieces, 
quilt batting, push pins or map 
pins, ribbon in any color and old 
drop ceiling tiles.
 Items can be dropped off 
in CMU room 222 or send an 
e-mail to aakrelo@mnstate.edu 
and someone can pick up the 
items.
Craft supplies needed
The floods in Australia are 
worse than ever before. Nine 
people died within 24 hours, as 
floodwaters hit Brisbane, the 
capital of the state of Queensland. 
An additional 59 people are 
missing, raising fears that this 
flood will be worse than the 1974 
flood that killed 14 people. 
More than 9,000 homes are 
expected to be inundated. This 
flood was caused by a rise in the 
Brisbane River, caused, in part, 
by Queensland’s previous flood 
which covered an area larger than 
France and Germany.
Australian floods kill 
nine in 24 hours
Secretary of State Hillary 
Clinton landed in Yemen on 
Tuesday for a surprise visit to 
the country. She is the first U.S. 
secretary of state to visit the 
country since James Baker in the 
1980s. 
Clinton will meet one-on-one 
with President Ali Abdullah 
Saleh, opposition leaders and non-
governmental organizations. She 
told reporters that it is important 
to go beyond military cooperation. 
“We need to try to broaden 
the dialogue,” she said. Yemen 
is becoming an increasingly 
important country in the U.S. fight 
against al Qaeda. 
Non-military aid to Yemen has 
increased to $130 million from $17 
million in 2008.
Clinton makes historic 
trip to Yemen All MSUM women are invited 
to participate in a small group 
self-defense program.
Rape Aggression Defense is 
a nationally recognized self-
defense program that teaches 
women to  recognize, avoid and 
defend themselves from being 
physically attacked. RAD is 
a combination of simple and 
effective physical techniques 
specifically designed for 
females along with mental 
and emotional awareness and 
preparation.
The MSUM  Department of 
Public Safety is paying all of 
the related costs of this program 
as our commitment to the 
university community.     
This program is open only 
to MSUM female faculty, staff 
and students. Attendees do 
not have to bring any special 
skills or ability to the training. 
The only requirement is that 
participants bring a positive 
attitude, a willingness to learn 
and a commitment to defending 
oneself.
The tentative class schedule 
is as follows (note that due to 
the progressive nature of the 
training, it is important that you 
make every possible effort to be 
at all six class sessions): Jan. 
31, Feb. 3, 7, 10, 17 and 21.  All 
sessions are from 7 to 9 p.m. 
The training will be 
conveniently and privately 
held on the MSUM campus. 
There are currently 14 openings. 
Please e-mail Sgt. Marc Baetsch 
at baetsch@mnstate.edu to 
confirm your attendance or 
if you have any questions or 
concerns before committing to 
the program.
Further information can 
be found by visiting RAD’s 
official website: http://www.
rad-systems.com.
Self-defense program offered to MSUM women
Bond is back. In 2012, the 
legendary British spy will return 
with the 23rd installment in the 
James Bond series, tentatively 
titled BOND 23. Production is 
set to start late this year and actor 
Daniel Craig will reprise his role 
as Agent 007. 
Bond returning to theater
To report a problem 
contact Public Safety 
at 218.477.2675
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Through all of his films, 
Darren Aronofsky has explored 
the themes of addiction and 
obsession, from “Requiem for a 
Dream,” a cautionary drug tale, 
to “The Wrestler,” the story of 
a fighter who refuses to quit. 
Now Aronofsky turns his eye 
to a wholly new environment, a 
ballet company, but still finds a 
compelling, terrifying story, one 
that ranks among the best films 
of the year.
“Black Swan” is about Nina 
(Natalie Portman), a young, 
up-and-coming ballerina at 
a prestigious New York ballet 
company.  When the ballet’s star 
dancer retires, Nina is chosen 
to take on the challenging lead 
role in “Swan Lake,” which 
requires her to play both the 
sweet, innocent white swan and 
the dark, seductive black swan. 
While shy, socially awkward 
Nina is an expert at the white 
swan, she struggles to tap into 
the necessary passion to play the 
black swan.  
With intense pressure from 
her manipulative ballet director, 
her over-bearing mother and a 
popular newcomer, Nina begins 
to lose control of reality and 
plunges deeper and deeper into a 
dark hole of nightmare.
The film is shot entirely 
hand-held, which seems an odd 
choice for film about the exact, 
perfectionist art of ballet.  But 
this technique gives the film a 
gritty documentary feeling, 
which contrasts wonderfully with 
the nightmarish story.  
“Black Swan” also utilizes 
some of the most creative 
computer-generated imagery in 
any film this year.  Far from 
creating bloated superhero action 
scenes or epic battles, the film 
uses its special effects to enhance 
the creepy, psychotic journey of 
Nina.  From sickening injuries 
that Nina experiences in her most 
frightening visions, the special 
effects pull us further and further 
into Nina’s warped mind.
Aronofsky has directed an 
incredible list of films, and “Black 
Swan” ranks as one of his best. 
This is a tough, intense, creepy 
film to watch, but make the effort 
to see it, it’s astonishing.





Jan. 15 8 p.m. - Caroline Smith - The Red 
Raven
Jan. 19 8 p.m. - Amanda Duncan - NDSU
Ongoing - Significant Boxes - Su Legatt - 
Plains Art Museum
Jan. 21 10 p.m. - The Fillers -The Nestor
Ongoing - Vore - Andrea Carlson - Plains 
Art Museum
Upcoming Events
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The opinions expressed in The Advocate are not 
necessarily those of the college
administration, faculty or student body. 
The Advocate encourages letters to the
editor and any submissions. They should be typed and 
must include the writer’s name, signature, address, 
phone number, year in school or occupation
and any affiliations. Letters are due by 5 p.m. Monday 
and can be sent to  
MSUM Box 130, 
dropped off in The Advocate office  
or e-mailed to advocate@mnstate.edu.
Advocate Editorial Board
Immediately after Jared Loughner opened-fire at Arizona 
Congresswoman Gabriel Giffords’ “Congress on Your Corner” 
event on Jan. 8, killing six. The media was quick to point to 
violent right-wing rhetoric as the motivation. 
Sarah Palin was criticized for a map posted on her website during 
the 2010 campaign that put rifle crosshairs on Rep. Giffords’ 
district. Palin drew attention to the map on Twitter, saying 
“Don’t Retreat, Instead — RELOAD!”
The story is still emerging, but as of right now it looks 
as if Loughner was more influenced by mental issues than 
conservative pundits. Nonetheless, the tragedy  provides an 
opportunity to reassess the language used by our public figures.
The increasing allusions to firearms by politicians is a worrying 
trend. This language may lead to actual attacks on politicians. 
Even if such attacks don’t transpire, however, the effect of 
people like Nevada Senatorial candidate Sharon Angle endorsing 
“Second Amendment remedies” is that of intimidation. 
These implicitly violent messages are especially egregious when 
the topic discussed has nothing to do with guns. Minnesota 
Congresswoman (and possible 2012 Republican presidential 
candidate) Michele Bachmann wanted citizens “armed and 
dangerous” in opposition to climate legislation. Politicians need 
to understand that language, however figurative its intent, has 
consequences. 
Most troubling in hindsight is the event Giffords’ Tea Party 
challenger Jesse Kelly held last June. The event description read 
“Get on Target for Victory in November Help remove Gabrielle 
Giffords from office Shoot a fully automatic M16 with Jesse 
Kelly.”
Such intimidation has no place in a democracy, and therefore 
coupling violence with political messages is unpatriotic at the 
most basic level. 
Time to reconsider 
political messages
We now offer 
computer repair services. 
Call now to inquire about:
- Virus & Spyware removal
- Hardware upgrades
- Software troubleshooting
- Home networking setup
- Free Consultaion 
BY TARA SCHUELLER
schuelleta@mnstate.edu
You eat it, you try to spell 
your name in it, and it’s prob-
ably very high in sodium. Well, 
at least that’s one way of looking 
at alphabet soup. Another way is 
through LGBTQIA; the far more 
wholesome alphabet soup that 
I’m here to tell you about today. 
This mouthful of letters stands 
for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, 
Transgendered, Questioning, 
Intersex and Allies. 
I was asked recently why such 
a ridiculously long and inclusive 
acronym is used to define a 
group. Believe it or not — note 
my sarcasm here please — the 
homosexual community and all 
their affiliates are still considered 
a pretty touchy subject to many 
people. Insert one of my life 
philosophies: people are like 
ostriches. They think that if they 
burry their head in the sand, they 
aren’t susceptible to the world 
outside. But if the world comes 
and bites the ostrich in its big 
feathered butt, surprise! Hello 
world, I’m listening now. 
So why go to such lengths 
to include intersex, allies, 
transgendered and questioning 
into the mix? Another astute 
inquiry. The answer, simply, is 
that if you call a person out by 
name, their conditioned response 
is to answer back or look. If a 
person on the street was shouting, 
“Everyone come to the party,” 
you may simply ignore them. But 
if they said, “(Insert your name), 
come to the party!” Wouldn’t 
you look?  
Earlier in the year one of my 
articles stated that you don’t have 
to be gay to come to the GSA 
Rainbow room.  Put simply, you 
don’t have to be in the rainbow 
to enjoy the refracted light. 
The inclusion of “S” in Gay 
Straight Alliance is so that even 
those individuals who are not 
homosexual know that they are 
welcome any time. This message, 
I believe, is mirrored in this long 
list of letters of alphabet soup. 
It is no secret that with sensitive 
issues like homosexuality and the 
LGBTQIA vista, many people 
won’t get involved unless they’re 
called out directly (I refer to 
my ‘world biting the ostrich in 
the butt” metaphor again). The 
reason that we go to such lengths 
to be inclusive, even reaching 
out to straight allies, people 
currently questioning their gender 
identity or sexual orientation and 
transgendered peoples, is because 
the very point and basis for the 
GSA community is to include 
EVERYONE in the effort for a 
more humanizing world. 
I know it’s still a mouthful, 
and sure, I’d rather say the 
“Everybody Club” rather than 
LGBTQIA, but calling out each 
individual by name is a more 
effective way of getting people 
involved with a movement that 
really shouldn’t — after all this 
time — need to be a ‘movement’ 
at all. 
There is no real difference 
between a gay person and a 
straight person (or transgendered, 
or questioning, or bisexual). We 
just like different thing, and is 
that really so different at all? That 
is my 101 on why the LGBTQIA 
acronym is so inclusive. No 
matter who you love, you’re just 
a person, like everybody else. 
BY TYLER SORENSON
sorensty@mnstate.edu
“Joie de vivre!” I tweeted. The joy of living. I was 
finally on my way home after spending a raptur-
ous week in Seattle. Really, the only un-rapturous 
part of the vacation was dropping my two-year-old 
phone in a puddle. Luckily, I had already ordered 
a new one to be delivered to my home in the 
Minneapolis suburbs. My red-eye flight was due at 
MSP at five in the morning on New Year’s Eve. I 
would simply sleep on the plane, pick up my phone, 
and drive to Fargo in time for work at 3:30. Easy.
 In an Aristotelian tragedy, the reversal of fortune 
is caused by hamartia — a fatal blunder by the 
protagonist. I still haven’t pinpointed what my 
hamartia was, but it surfaced somewhere over 
Montana.
I couldn’t sleep. An hour — I might’ve got an 
hour of sleep on the entire trip. Most of the time 
I just sat on the plane with my eyes closed. Call it 
selective insomnia. At the time I would’ve called it 
cruel. In retrospect, it was merely the hors d’oeuvres 
of a disastrous dinner of a day.
My arrival home mimicked the opening to “The 
Fugitive” and I was Harrison Ford. I slipped off my 
shoes in the doorway and walked into the kitchen. 
That’s when I saw it — the box of my new phone, 
stripped and dismembered — its contents carelessly 
strewn over the counter. The phone itself was 
conspicuously absent. I cradled the manual in my 
hands.
“That’s Julia’s new phone,” I was told. Julia was 
my younger sister. In a frenzy, I woke her up to 
confirm.
It couldn’t be. A week earlier, my own mother 
had texted me that I qualified for a new phone. 
She recommended the very one I ordered. Yes, the 
package had been addressed in her name but wasn’t 
it obvious? It was totally mine. And there it was, 
charging in quiet indifference and registered with 
my sister’s number.
Forget it, I thought. I had to go to work later. At 
half past six, I gathered my bags and stormed out 
to my car. It had been dormant on my driveway 
for a week while I was gone. I pulled the handle. It 
snapped off in my hand. I was fuming. This couldn’t 
be happening. I crawled over from the passenger 
side.
I-94 was apparently closed at Alexandria. 
Something about a blizzard. I didn’t care. I didn’t 
care about anything. I had become a misomaniacal 
nihilist, cursing everything I saw. My grip could’ve 
crumpled the steering wheel. I didn’t play any 
music. I refused any consolation. I just wanted to 
stew for four hours in pure and silent abhorrence of 
everything.
A barricade rerouted traffic off into Alexandria 
without a detour. A hundred miles outside of Fargo, 
I still needed to work in five hours. Seething, I 
carved an impromptu path, zigzagging on unplowed 
country roads. 
Fifty miles later, a merciless whiteout enveloped 
my car. The blizzard was real. I could hardly see 
any roadside mile markers. Hazy shapes in the 
distance revealed themselves seconds later to be 
half-buried cars in the ditch. I spotted over a dozen 
on the final stretch.
By divine grace, I arrived in my parking lot 
shortly after noon. Exhausted, I slung my bags over 
my shoulder, hobbled up the steps to my apartment, 
and collapsed in the doorway.
I’d like to say that after 24 sleepless hours 
of hapless circumstances, I acquired a newfound 
appreciation for all of the blessings in my life. I 
might have said that, had I not found a voicemail 
from my boss that I had overlooked before I made 
my trip. 
Work was canceled today and tomorrow.
To read more from this writer, read his blog 
at tylersorenson.blogspot.com
Post-yuletide tragedy 
What isn’t in a name?
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BY MATT LECH
lechma@mnstate.edu
I spent January 5th visiting The 
Art Institute of Chicago with some 
friends. During this visit I had an 
experience that made me question 
the very fabric of personality—
an experience that revealed 
personality to be something 
capable of being molded and 
designed. Don’t worry, this isn’t 
going to get mystical or “new 
age” in any way. No experience 
could validate that nonsense.
It wasn’t seeing “American 
Gothic” or “Nighthawks” that 
stirred me so. It was something 
I did. I won’t call it art, I’ll leave 
that to you.
Some background: We weren’t 
the most solemn patrons of the 
museum that day. I did really love 
viewing all the pieces and could 
have spent days there, but I also 
like throwing in a little comic 
relief to keep it interesting. This 
was done by undermining some of 
the pieces, like saying the subject 
of an Impressionist piece looked 
a bit like Nicolas Cage, and then 
doing an impression (after all, it 
was an Impressionist piece) of the 
“National Treasure” star saying 
things like, “Could you paint my 
muscles bigger?” Very funny 
stuff.
So when I chanced upon a five-
foot tall antique vase, I leaned 
over to two of my friends and said 
“You could put a lot of plants in 
there.” As I turned to embrace 
their laughter and approval, I 
realized in horror that the two 
people I addressed were not my 
friends but, in fact, complete 
strangers.
These two strangers, a college 
couple presumably on a date, 
looked at me and offered me 
meek and confused smiles. 
Behind them I noticed my actual 
friends wandering too far away 
for me to pretend I was actually 
talking to them. Instead, I gave 
the unfortunate couple a smile 
and a nod and quickly walked 
into the next studio, trying to keep 
the mortification and mirth from 
manifesting itself on my face.
What must they have thought 
of me? What a bizarre impression 
I must have made.There may be 
people who walk up to strangers 
and comment sardonically on the 
plant capacity of an antique vase 
they are admiring, but up until 
then I wasn’t one of them. If I can 
accidentally become that person, 
I should presumably be able to 
become any type of person. 
If some aspect of your 
personality isn’t serving you: lose 
it. What about “being yourself?” 
That is the most terrifying thought 
of all. How awful would it be to be 
the same person you are now until 
you die? Your “self” is an ever-
changing sum of your experience, 
and if one of those experiences 
tells you that you are dull and 
cowardly then you owe it to your 
“self” to re-do the calculations.
To read more from this 




The month of January, as any literati 
would tell you over French-pressed 
coffee and brushed-wood furniture, was 
named after the roman god Janus, ruler 
of beginnings and ends. For this new 
year of short-lived gym memberships and 
half-hearted attempts at doing something 
productive next week, to be postponed to 
a later date, I’d like to begin with a fresh 
start. Instead of writing about things that 
anger me enough to write a column, I’d like 
to show a change of heart and talk about 
five things that I did NOT hate in 2010.
The rescue of the Chilean miners. 
Typically, any mining story that makes it 
on the news is a tragic one. No news is 
good news. When I heard about trapped 
miners on CNN, it almost alluded to a quote 
from Hotel Rwanda, “I think if people see 
this footage, they’ll say ‘Oh my God, that’s 
horrible,’ and then they’ll go on eating 
their dinners.” As I ate my dinner, I saw 
one miner after the next being pulled out, 
one by one, and celebrating. That was good 
news.
Julian Assange. Once in a lifetime 
does a person rise up against all powers 
and rulers to show the objective subject, 
the other side, the fresh perspective, the 
forgotten viewpoint. It’s the story you’ve 
never heard, the point that turns the tables, 
that “But wait, there’s more,” injection. 
Julian Assange was that person of 2010. 
Despite being painted as a criminal wanted 
by governments everywhere, and even 
being called out for death, Assange released 
document after document decrying 
what Paul Harvey would say was “The 
rest of the story.” From never-to-be-
read documents on militaries attacking 
civilians to political cover-ups, Assange is 
a free-speech activist’s wet dream. 
The NFL. Despite my favorite team, the 
Pittsburgh Steelers, having a suspended 
quarterback and low hopes for doing 
anything this year, ESPN and the NFL 
gave the Steelers plenty of television 
coverage, unheard of even during their 
Super Bowl winning seasons. For the 
first time ever as a fan, the Steelers 
received ample nationally televised games 
and good match-ups, and finishing up 
the season 12-4 with a bye week. Hey, it 
wasn’t something I hated.
MSUM. After 2010, Edna should put 
me on a recruitment task force. Alone, I 
brought a total of five students to enroll 
in this great university. I wouldn’t make 
things up to my friends; I told them the 
positives of Moorhead, from exceptional 
professors to a great community. As a 
city guy, I didn’t expect much at first. To 
this day I am glad I made the decision to 
come, to intend on graduating here, and to 
ensure that many more of my brethren will 
attend MSUM.
Lastly, people as a whole. If you read 
many of my columns already you’ll know 
me as a cynical, selfish elitist. To a degree 
you’re right. Thankfully 
in 2010, people were 
actually not deserving 
of my aggressive antics, 




There are various opinions regarding 
Facebook. Some say they like it as it helps 
in being in touch with friends. Some say 
it is a hip style of stalking. We follow 
it more diligently than e-mails or phone 
calls. We waste hours on it and study in 
the library because we need to be left 
alone but still have Facebook logged on! I 
am no different. Facebook is my pasttime. 
Or am I my Facebook’s pasttime?
 The movie “Social Network” got very 
popular. I haven’t watched it, I’m not 
ready to find out its horrors. Are we able 
to quit Facebook after realizing its side-
effects?
Among the many New Year’s resolution 
Facebook has been mine. The incident that 
prompted it has to be made public, it might 
prevent complications for the others. 
A friendship  broke between two great 
friends because of it. The argument started 
over the “tagging” and “untagging” of a 
trip’s album and in an impulse of anger 
and the act of deletion from Facebook, 
the blocking e-mails and phone numbers 
started. Now the two friends have decided 
to not to talk to one-another ever again. 
This incident did not happen through 
phone calls or personal meeting. I was the 
sole witness. No matter what I did to try 
to save this friendship, it took its few last 
breaths and died. I can still feel the grip 
of this dead friendship slowly leaving my 
hands. It gives me goosebumps!
 A friend decided the other is not 
mature and realistic enough to have the 
qualifications of being included into his 
list of friends. The other decided the whole 
argument was not serious and a friendship 
that could die over it was not worth it. The 
social network could not help them sort 
this problem though peaceful talk. Instead 
it took towards unhappy endings. 
My point is that Facebook is man-
made, why does it have the power to 
break or make relationships? Are we not 
mature, realistic and powerful enough 
to live our relationships on our own? It 
makes me wonder the formula of such 
strong relationship that could communicate 
through letters, letters that took months 
or years to get around. What about those 
relationships that could communicate 
through long distances even without being 
near among dear ones? 
Because of the complex world structure 
taking place through globalism; maybe 
Charles Darwin’s theory of “Survival of the 
Fittest” has replaced the intimate formulas. 
Now as I look into myself and other people 
it makes me wonder, are we all in need of 
Facebook rehabilitation? 
On the art of 
personality
Happy tally of 2010 Facebook causes falling-out
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For five years the rundown and 
out-of-business restaurant, the 
Knitty Gritty Café, sat vacant on 
Main Ave. in Moorhead. On Oct. 
1, 2010, renovations began that 
turned the aging building into the 
liquor store, 99 Bottles. 
“This building was boarded 
up for about five years, kinda 
looking like an eyesore on Main 
Avenue,” Rob Henne, manager 
of 99 Bottles said, “and the 
owner’s purchased this building 
as an opportunity to sort of dress 
up Main Avenue a bit. There 
were also a few tax incentives to 
renovate instead of demolish and 
rebuild.”
99 Bottles is located across 
the street from Hornbacher’s 
and shares a parking lot with 
Walgreen’s. This convenient 
location is good for business and 
draws quite a bit of eyes from the 
daily commuters in the F-M area.
“We feel that we have a great 
location here. There’s a lot of 
foot traffic,” Henne said. “We’re 
kind of in a triangle between 
Hornbacher’s, Walgreen’s. 
Eighth and Main has 60,000 cars 
go through there a day. A lot of 
people drive by here.”
From the outside, 99 Bottles 
may look more like a bar rather 
than a liquor store. Henne said 
the look was created for a very 
specific reason.
“The liquor stores here in 
town, some of them aren’t the 
pleasurable shopping experience 
that you’d expect. You know 
some of them, as soon as you 
walk in it might have a waft of 
maybe must or mold and it really 
isn’t the shopping experience that 
people are looking for. So yes, we 
maybe tried to dress it up a bit.”
And dress it up they did. 
Bamboo flooring, high ceilings 
and a tasting room are not 
something that most liquor stores 
in the area can boast they have.
Henne believes that the pricing 
of 99 Bottles compares well with 
the other major liquor stores in 
town, their biggest competitor 
being Bottle Barn. However, 99 
Bottles does have something that 
liquor stores in Fargo don’t have.
“In our open cooler we have 
some different craft beers that 
we’re lucky enough in Minn. to 
have distribution rights that N.D 
doesn’t have,” Henne said. “So 
we will have a different selection 
of beers that you will not find 
in N.D. including Green Lakes, 
Two Brothers, Dark Horse and 
others. Somewhere between nine 
and 11 different beers that we 
have here that you can’t get in 
N.D.”
There is a beer tasting 
today from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. 
in the 99 Bottles tasting room. 
For more information visit 
www.99bottles.biz.
Liquor store revamps old space on Main Ave.
by SAdie JoneS
jonessad@mnstate.edu
the corporate aspect of journalism 
or if it’s also talking about the 
importance of what journalism 
should be about.” 
Through their research, 
Gilmour and Quanbeck shaped 
the article’s abstract around the 
idea that the corporate world 
subtly shapes textbook content.
“Corporations own almost 
all media. There are very, very 
few radio stations, TV stations, 
converged media outlets, 
newspapers or magazines owned 
by individuals,” Gilmour said. 
“That shapes what people are 
exposed to as far as news and 
information and therefore shapes 
public discourse.”
The textbooks largely taught 
students how to get hits: what 
to do to make the student’s 
graphics, writing, audio and video 
appealing enough for people to 
click on it. 
“Now most newspapers have 
a stronger web presence than 
they do a print presence and so 
how is readership measured? 
Clicks. What kind of journalism 
and information do we get more 
of? That which we click on,” 
Gilmour said. “So we can sit and 
complain about all the coverage 
of Lindsay Lohan getting out of 
rehab but why do we get more of 
it? Because somebody’s clicking 
on it.”
Gilmour and Quanbeck found 
texts that did a fantastic job at 
presenting democratic ideals to 
students. Through their article 
they provided a guide in choosing 
class textbooks for professors 
who care about the democratic 
concepts and want them to be 
present in the classroom. 
Gilmour and Quanbeck worked 
on the article together for about 
a year. 
The National Communication 
Association was at the top of their 
list of hopeful publications to be 
published in and they submitted 
with the mindset that they’d start 
at the top, get turned down a few 
times and eventually someone 
would say yes.
“I was stunned because this 
was sort of past my dream. My 
dream was three notches down,” 
Gilmour said. “They wanted us to 
‘look at this section, look at that 
section’ and I’m like ‘Whatever, 
for this journal I’ll stand on my 
head.’”
“At the time, (The National 
Communication Association) 
needed the revisions done now,” 
Gilmour said, “Aaron sort of dove 
in and saved it when it needed to 
be saved, when I couldn’t. He 
kept saying ‘I feel bad, you did 
most of the writing’ but it all 
balanced out because he did the 
critical part when it needed to be 
done.” 
Gilmour and Quanbeck want 
students to know the relevance 
convergence journalism has to 
their education as well as their 
career. 
“You can’t be as specialized as 
you once were. You have to be 
familiar with other sorts of media 
because journalists are being 
asked to do more with less,” 
Quanbeck said.
Dr. Deneen Gilmour and 
Professor Aaron Quanbeck 
recently had the article 
“Hegemony: Quiet Control Over 
Convergence Textbook Content” 
published in “The Review of 
Communication” by The National 
Communication Association in 
early October. 
The article explores the 
growing trend of convergence 
journalism in the media and how 
teaching convergence journalism 
has evolved.
Convergence journalism is the 
combining of everything that 
journalism can be today into one 
product on the web. It brings 
together the writing of print 
magazines and newspapers with 
the audio/video of TV and radio 
by using all the technologies 
journalists have at their disposal. 
“We’re living in an age where 
all of these sorts of media 
are coming together and it’s 
important to be able to grasp 
other types of media,” Quanbeck 
said.
Gilmour’s research for the 
article began in 2003 when she 
went back to school for her 
master’s degree. She knew she 
wanted her doctoral dissertation 
to be on convergence journalism 
because she knew it was what she 
wanted to teach.
“I could see print (journalism) 
morphing into something else 
and I wanted to be prepared to 
teach it,” Gilmour said. “It’s the 
thing that every concentration is 
teaching and many departments 
have a new concentration called 
‘convergence’ or ‘multimedia’ or 
‘online.’” 
Gilmour and Quanbeck 
reviewed eight convergence 
journalism textbooks for their 
research to see if the texts 
strive to teach democratic 
principles that are important to 
journalism.  
“(The research) was helping 
her go through those other 
textbooks, getting a sense of what 
they’re saying as far as dealing 
with journalism,” Quanbeck said. 
“And whether it’s some that’s 
dealing more with just the idea of 
by briAnnA brickweg
brickwegbr@mnstate.edu
MSUM professors published in national journal
Students looking for a Dragon 
Core nine in ethical and civic 
responsibility may be interested in a 
new women’s studies course, media 
and diverse identities. 
Taught by Kandace Creel Falcón, 
this class repurposes an old class, 
gender and media, and adds new 
elements. 
“This particular course expands 
beyond the scope of just looking at 
gender in the media and thinking 
about how the media shapes a 
variety of social identities, like 
race, class, sexuality, in addition to 
gender and other things like ability, 
nationality, immigration status,” 
Falcón said. “It’s going to be a 
diverse array of topics.”
The class will first explore 
theory in relation to the media and 
identity. Then, in order to fully 
analyze the role of the media, the 
class will utilize many forms of 
communication.
“I hope that my students are able 
to build this theoretical framework 
at the front end of the class and then 
be able to apply that to a critical 
engagement with the media,” 
Falcón said. “In some ways, I would 
anticipate that a lot of students will 
be excited and interested in the 
class because we get to watch a lot 
of videos from YouTube. We get 
to engage with media. We get to 
think about the ways media impacts 
our own lives and think about that 
through this ethical piece.”
Class members will also update a 
class blog and apply their theoretical 
knowledge in a practical way. 
“We’ll actually be making our 
own digital stories as a means to 
really confront what is often seen 
as a singular or dominate narrative 
of race, class, gender and sexuality 
or other identities that tend to be 
marginalized in the media,” Falcón 
said. “Our digital stories will be a 
way to confront and challenge that 
and have our own voices as a part of 
this diversifying project of claiming 
more space within this media that 
can often be singular.”
Falcón, an MSUM professor 
since Fall 2010, also teaches 
american multicultural studies 
courses. During her Ph. D. work at 
University of Minnesota, she taught 
courses in popular culture and 
digital storytelling. She also teaches 
shicana, gender and sexuality and 
perspectives and intersections in the 
women’s studies department. 
“From the course list of majors 
that I have enrolled in the class 
currently, it’s hitting a lot of 
diverse majors,” Falcón said. “We 
have film people, psychology, 
women’s studies majors, we have 
some sociology, some people that 
are interested in public health, so 
there’s a lot of different areas that 
people are coming together in this 
particular course from.”
The class is popular among 
multiple majors since the subject 
matter applies to all who absorb 
media, and absorbing media is 
something college students are very 
familiar with.
“Students should take the class 
if they’re interested in learning 
more about the media, if you’re 
somebody who consumes a lot of 
media,” Falcón said. “I love pop 
culture, I love technology, I love 
media and I spend a lot of my time 
doing this type of work where I 
will actually watch reality television 
shows to try to understand what are 
the messages that these particular 
shows are trying to tell us about 
gender or race or the ways that 
people should interact with one 
another.”
Media and diverse identities 
gives students a peek into women’s 
studies, but doesn’t alienate those 
who aren’t as well-versed on topics.
“Women’s studies is a great way 
to explore a lot of different issues 
and topics,” Falcón said. “People 
shouldn’t be afraid to take women’s 
studies classes because they can be 
really enriching and change your 
worldview.”
Those interested in the class 
should look for WS 415.
The class blog can be accessed 
at  http://collaborate.mnstate.edu/
public/blogs/ws415kandacefalcon/.
New core class explores media and social identity
In the icy, snowy winter 
wasteland of Fargo-Moorhead, 
going to a beach party seems pretty 
unrealistic. But tomorrow night in 
the Underground, Dragons After 
Dark is providing an alternative: 
Frozen Beach Party.
The Hawaiian and winter themed 
dance is part of After Dark’s late 
night programming series, Friday 
Nights at the Underground. The 
event is from 9 p.m. to midnight. 
In addition to the dance, there will 
be free food, frozen mocktails and 
the CMU will be offering free pool, 
ping pong, foosball and air hockey.
“We all expect the event to be 
enjoyable for students, especially 
since it is a unique twist on a dance,” 
said Mitch Johnson, Friday Nights 
committee member and point 
person for Frozen Beach Party.
“I think this will be a great event,” 
said Layne Anderson, adviser to 
After Dark. “Students enjoy the 
opportunity to reconnect with 
friends and get the new semester off 
to a great start.”
“We hope to continue to offer 
high-quality programming that 
students expect and appreciate,” he 
said. “One indication of our success 
is the continued strong attendance 
this year. We are encouraged by 
these numbers and it motivates us 
to continue to be creative in our 
programming process.”
“Students will see a lot of different 
things from the committee,” Johnson 
said, “whether it is something brand 
new or a traditional favorite event.”
After Dark is made up of three 
teams. Friday Nights and Dragons 
After Dark are the two planning 
committees for After Dark late 
night programming events, and 
the After Dark Street Team plans 
and implements marketing and 
advertising for the programs.
Anderson said After Dark always 
wants more student involvement. 
Students can join the organization, 
or they can just volunteer to work at 
the events without being a member 
of After Dark.
He also said the organization 
is always interested in getting 
feedback from students.
“We really want to know what 
students like, dislike and what they 
would like to have programmed in 
the future,” Anderson said.
For more information on After 
Dark, to get involved or to provide 
feedback, visit www.mnstate.edu/




Frozen Beach Party 
will melt new 
semester tension
99 Bottles is a new bottle shop located at 924 Main Ave. in Moorhead.
JESSE TRELSTAD • jtrelstadphoto.blogspot.com
Rob Henne, general manager, lays out an assortment of beers during a beer 
tasting at 99 bottles.
by rAchel leingAng
leingara@mnstate.edu
An assortment of craft beers, not normally seen in liquor stores in the F-M 
area, line the shevles of 99 Bottles.
Mass communications students 
might have noticed the absence of 
photojournalism professor Regene 
Radniecki, who spent the last 
semester in Poland on sabbatical.
“I wanted to go back and look 
at how things have changed in 
agriculture. I spent a lot of time 
photographing agriculture in 
Poland,” Radniecki said.
Radniecki left for Poland on Aug. 
20 with her camera collection and 
Photojournalism professor spends semester in Poland
the goal to depict the differences 
between farming in the 80s and 
now. It was also an opportunity for 
her to reunite with relatives.
“It’s not just time off, it’s time for 
research and studying,” Radniecki 
said.
Radniecki plans on using the 
photos she shot while in Poland in 
her classes.
“I was getting tired of looking at 
them. I wanted to get some fresh 
ones for layout. I teach picture 
editing. What I want is for students 
to lay out their pages and use those 
PDFs for their portfolio.”
“My first trip to Poland was three 
days after Solidarity was formed,” 
Radniecki said. Solidarity is a Polish 
trade union that was the first non-
communist controlled trade union. 
Her next four trips were during the 
time when the Polish government 
instituted martial law to eliminate 
the movement.
As a result of the political 
upheaval and change over the 30 
year span of her several visits, 
agriculture has changed quite a bit.
Radniecki said in the 80s, farmers 
used horses for farming because 
they couldn’t afford buying tractors. 
She was surprised at the modern 
equipment.
“Now they have these huge John 
Deere tractors,” she said.
Her original trips to Poland were 
a result of working for the Star 
Tribune. She was sent to Sweden 
for a story and decided to visit 
Poland because it was close and she 
had family there.
“Poland is a very interesting 
country. It’s changed for the best,” 
Radniecki said, concerning the 
removal of martial law. “I was so 
pleased to see the difference. People 
were happy, smiling and talking 
freely. Life is easier and much more 
pleasant.”
Her travels weren’t all sunshine 
and rainbows. While traveling with 
her hired assistant (who served 
as translator and driver), their car 
broke down in a village with no 
alternative modes of transportation, 
no hotel or services for the car. They 
had to walk five miles to find a man 
who could fix their car.
“I’m hoping to go back again -- 
soon,” Radniecki said.
To read more from this writer, 
view her blog at 
sadielizjones@blogspot.com
To read more from this writer, 




To read more from this writer, 
view his blog at 
mattjbeckman@blogspot.com
To read more from this writer, 
view her blog at 
charlyhaley@blogspot.com
SUBMITTED PHOTO BY REGENE RADNIECKI
Two volunteers working at the Farm Fair in the International Market Center in Posnan, Poland take a few minutes to 
grab a lunch of soup, while another feeds the cattle.
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With a big idea and passion 
for working with new mediums, 
bachelor of fine arts student George 
Stack set out to design his own 
video game. 
Stack chose to focus on a 
game because the BFA program 
enccourages students to choose 
projects that are tailored toward 
their future careers.
“From there, I started to think 
about the kind of stuff that I want to 
and something I could really enjoy 
doing and trying to find something 
that there’s going to be a market for 
and all these different factors, and 
what I landed on was video game 
design,” Stack said.
Stack’s game is similar to 
World of Warcraft – a multi-player 
role-playing game that builds a 
community following and allows 
players to evolve over time. 
“People really like this because 
they like to show off the amount of 
devotion they have to their game 
and their character,” Stack said. 
But there are problems with such 
a community-focused game that is 
constantly evolving.
“It requires really in-depth 
development,” Stack said. “I set this 
really high bar for myself. You have 
to design enemies and items and 
skill layouts and different classes 
and all these different elements of 
the game before you have a feel for 
what it’s going to be like. I think I 
really got my work cut out for me.”
Unlike many graphic design 
students, George Stack’s BFA 
project spans multiple fields of 
study.
“George is the first to design a 
video game for a BFA project,” 
said graphic design professor Allen 
Sheets, Stack’s adviser. “Along 
with the game itself, he is designing 
the identity for the company and 
all other branding materials. The 
project is a mix of graphic design 
and illustration.”
“A lot of people do a company 
that focuses on bikes or renewable 
handbags or something along those 
lines,” Stack said. “I feel like mine 
is a little bit off the beaten path. It’s 
been fun developing a new set of 
skills, learning about new programs 
and trying to kind of pad my resume 
and bring it in new directions.”
Stack is doing the yearlong 
BFA program and is currently in 
his second semester. So far, he’s 
developed a logo for the game 
company, character concepts 
and title pages, doing mostly 
illustrations. This semester, he 
plans to delve more deeply into 
the graphic design aspects of video 
game development. 
“I think what it’s really going 
to help is my portfolio,” he said. 
“And as an art major, as a graphic 
design major, largely what you get 
hired on is your interview and your 
portfolio.”
Along the way, Stack has faced 
a few challenges, like not getting 
enough feedback from peers, 
staying focused, finding motivation 
and deciding how to present the 
project. 
“Another big challenge for me is 
how do I present a product that is in 
no way completed,” Stack said. “I 
don’t have the skills to program or 
to run Flash or anything like that, so 
the hardest part for me is to convey 
my idea without having any sort 
of playable game at the end of it. I 
think a presentation is going to be 
the closest I can come to it, but it’s 
something I’ve been struggling with 
from the get-go.”
Stack hopes to find some 
assistance from an introductory 
class on game development this 
semester, where most of his peers 
will be computer science majors. 
Despite the lack of a final, finished 
product, Stack finds motivation 
from peer reviews and his passion 
for the project.
“It’s been tough to stay self-
motivated,” he said. “There’s no 
due dates for anything, no deadlines 
other than your show in April. A 
lot of times, what keeps me in 
the computer lab working is those 
classes periods when you have to go 
up in front of everybody and show 
them what I did in the last week. 
It’s that confrontation that gives me 
the drive to keep working on my 




To read more from this writer, 
read their blog at rachelleingang.
blogspot.com
The starving artist, or 
starving student as the case 
may be, can renounce the pains 
of trying to find a break and 
display their artwork for free at 
local coffee shops. 
Locally owned, Atomic and 
Luna Coffee offer free wall 
space with no commission 
taken to area artists.
Atomic Coffee’s walls 
became available to local 
artists the year after they 
opened in 1995. Of Atomic’s 
three F-M locations, the shops 
on Broadway in Fargo and 
4th Street in Moorhead offer 
exhibit space.
“Back in the mid ‘90s there 
really were not many places for 
a local non-established artist 
to exhibit,” said Angelique 
Kube, Atomic Coffee manager. 
“(The previous owners) felt 
that offering space to show 
work was a way of supporting 
local art and giving back to 
the community as well as our 
customers.”
Atomic coffee started offering 
their wall space after a 
local designer and frequent 
customer, Gloria Weisgram, 
began displaying her wreaths 
at their request.
“There was a lot of interest 
to buy them,” Weisgram said. 
“(Atomic) asked if I wanted 
them to be for sale and I said, 
‘Sure we could sell them, that’s 
not a problem.’ It was their 
first cash-and-carry show.”
As well as selling out of her 
home, Weisgram has sold her 
wreaths at Atomic Coffee ever 
since. 
In the last 15 years, Atomic 
has featured hundreds of 
different artists.
“We have hosted exhibits by 
children, students, established 
artists and local people who 
love to create,” Kube said.
The owners of Luna Coffee, 
on University Drive in Fargo, 
also want to give back to the 
community and their customers.
“Before we bought Luna we 
had seen local art displayed in 
other coffee shops and cafes 
and thought we would do 
the same,” said Lyn Manuel-
Erickson, owner of Luna Coffee 
with her husband, John. “It 
gives an opportunity to display 
their work and it’s a nice décor 
change for us.”
Luna has featured 
photography, mixed media, 
mosaic and cards since they 
began offering wall space two 
years ago.
“Our customers always look 
at the art and appreciate local 
talent,” said Manuel-Erickson. 
“Many come in on a regular 
basis and they like the variety.”
Atomic also has a wide 
variety of work displayed 
including drawing, painting, 
printmaking, photography, 
fiber arts, sculpture, pottery, 
wood turning, mixed media and 
hand blown glass.
Atomic does not display work 
that is overtly sexual or violent. 
They do not have pedestals for 
3D work in Fargo and very few 
in Moorhead.
Although Atomic has had to 
turn down a few artists, Luna 
has yet to be presented with 
work they couldn’t use.
Their shops are always 
looking for new artists to 
feature whether it’s an art 
student or someone creative 
looking to make a few bucks.
 “Generally the art that sells 
well for us is work that is 
more moderately priced,” Kube 
said. “I have had artists sell 
everything they have up and 
artists that don’t sell anything. 
It really varies.”
Atomic Coffee’s next 
available opening is in March, 
typically booking per month. 
Luna Coffee has space available 
for February also booking per 
month, possibly longer upon 
request.
To display work on their 
coffee shop walls contact Kube 
at Atomic Coffee, or e-mail her 
at atomiccoffeefm@hotmail.
com, or contact Manuel-




Local shops provide free venues for artists
CHRIS FRANZ • chrisfranzphoto.blogspot.com
Carrie Lee Wendt’s new mixed media exhibit, “Identities,” can be seen at 
Atomic Coffee’s north Broadway location.
CHRIS FRANZ • chrisfranzphoto.blogspot.com
To read more from this writer, 
read their blog at kelsieokeefe.
blogspot.com
Student designs video game for BFA program
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Please contact sports editor Michael Smith at smithmimnstate.edu 
if you or someone you know participates in a non-traditional sport 
and would be interested in a story.
Sporting ideas needed
*Free slice of double crust fruit or seasonal pie with any purchase.  
Limited time only. One slice per person per purchase per visit. 





Fargo: 3140 S. 25th St. • (701) 232-9233
MOORHEAD: 940 Holiday Drive • (218) 233-1329
VillageInn.com
While many people in the 
F-M area stay out of the frigid 
winter weather, one student 
uses the cold to showcase his 
talents on the snowmobile.
Junior Nick Butze has 
been participating in ice oval 
snowmobile racing during the 
wintery months since the age 
of five.
Butze, originally from Detroit 
Lakes, Minn., has traveled as 
far as Manitoba and New York 
to compete in these races.
 The season starts in early 
December and races are run 
every weekend until the winter 
season ends in March.
“Snowmobile racing never 
really ends,” Butze said. “In 
the summer we do grass drag 
racing. It is pretty much all 12 
months.”
Ten to 12 races are run in a 
full season of ice racing.
 “It seems like every weekend, 
you have an event to go to. Any 
weekend of the year you can be 
at a snowmobile show or event. 
I like the ice oval racing more 
than anything else,” Butze said. 
The Buffalo River Race 
Park in Glyndon, Minn., will 
be hosting its first ice oval 
snowmobile race this Sunday at 
noon and will continue to host 
events every other Sunday until 
the end of the season.
“There are lake tracks and 
stadium track,” Butze said. 
“Mainly the big races are 
stadium tracks because on a 
lake you can’t build bleachers.”
BRRP is a stadium track that 
makes the sled react differently 
than a lake track would.
“Usually a stadium track has 
a banked oval compared to the 
flat lake,” Butze said. “So how 
the front suspension is aligned 
is different for a banked oval 
track.” 
Butze, a political science 
major at MSUM, and the 
members of his team are 
sponsored by Scott’s Auto 
Body in Eagle River, Wis.
Each year during the world 
championship in Eagle River, 
the sponsor allows the team 
to use their garage along with 
getting some help from the 
local mechanics. 
The team Butze belongs to 
is a mid-sized team with two 
other riders along with three 
mechanics.
“Some teams are one guy and 
a pick-up truck,” Butze said. 
“Some teams are 15 racers, 
their crew and a semi.”
Butze races in both the semi-
professional and professional 
classes.
“To move from one class 
to the other you need to 
win your class at the world 
championships in Eagle River,” 
Butze said.
Each racer is required to 
wear a helmet, chest protector, 
neck brace and shin pads as 
protection in case the rider falls 
from the sled during a race.
“It is shaved, very smooth 
ice with no snow, so there is 
no padding from the ground,” 
Butze said.
With close to  a 12-month 
season, snowmobile racing is a 
lifestyle choice. 
“It is a great time,” Butze said. 
“The people in snowmobile 
racing are really great. There 
are lot of events throughout the 




Student shows skills on sled
Local track hosts first ice snowmobile race
To read more from this writer, read 
his blog at smithmi.blogspot.com
SUBMITTED PHOTO
“It is a great time...The people in snowmobile racing are 
really great. There are lot of event throughout the year and 
we get together quite a bit.”
-Nick Butze
MSUM Winter Break Sports Recap
Men’s  basketball Women’s  basketball Wrestling
MSUM Men’s basketball went 3-3 over holiday break MSUM Women’s basketball went 2-4 over winter break MSUM wrestling went 2-1 at the National Duals





























North Carolina at Pembroke
Score: 14-20
Scores taken from 
www.msumdragons.com
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Students Needed
• Assist an adult or child with special needs who live 
independently in the community, afternoons, sleep 
overnights & e/o weekend
• Great degree experience for Social Work, Psych or 
Spec Ed students
• Apply online at www.accessrrv.org
• Saturday and Sunday staff needed. Earn wage plus
differential 
Access of the Red River Valley
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If the flat lands of northwestern 
Minnesota seem to have been 
exhausted of all extreme sport 
variations, KotiKites hopes to 
help the elevation-challenged 
land harness the winds. 
KotiKites & WindSports is a 
new store in downtown Fargo 
specializing in kiting equipment.
For the uninitiated, 
kiteboarding or “kiting” is 
an up-and-coming extreme 
sport where riders utilize 
wind propulsion to ride along 
water or land using specific 
boards. Those familiar with 
wakeboarding or snowboarding 
will find it easier to learn, but 
instead of gravity or boat being 
the propellant, they use wind.
Trevor Ibach and Aaron Lamb 
founded the business and had a 
soft opening in November 2010. 
They are planning an official 
grand opening in April.
Brody Lavelle, business 
manager for KotiKites, said 
there’s an abundance of 
wind in the Fargo-Moorhead 
surrounding area.
“There’s a void in the market 
we wanted to fill,” Lavelle said. 
Lavelle added that the sport fits in 
well in the Midwest, with a high 
ratio of windy days in Minnesota. 
He also said that kiters don’t 
have to worry about lift tickets or 
putting gas in thier boat.
Newcomers should look 
into trainer size kites, which 
are about three to five meters 
in size. Once they’ve become 
comfortable, they can move into 
kites larger than five meters that 
provide more speed.
“The majority of kiteboarders 
have several kites for differing 
wind speeds,” said Jesse 
Kallander, a Professional Air 
Sports Association certified 
instructor at KotiKites. Riders 
should choose their kite size 
based on their weight and 
current wind conditions.
If the prospect of being 
thrown around by the wind is 
terrifying, Kallander points out 
that most riders can get a trainer 
kite up within a half hour. 
Kallander has over a decade of 
snowboarding experience and 
made the transition fairly easily.
“I was up and riding in a day and 
a half,” Callander said, adding he 
only rode for about three hours at 
a time while learning.
 “If people have that previous 
experience it’s going to be a lot 
easier,” he said
Kallander advised against 
using a wakeboard to go kiting 
on water.
“Those can be used, but 
that’d be for a more seasoned 
rider,” Kallander said. He said 
the boot-based binding on 
a wakeboard would make it 
hard for a beginner to detach 
themselves from the board 
if they were getting dragged 
along. KotiKites sells specific 
boards for water use that use a 
flip-in boot binding system that 
allows for a quick release.
KotiKites is open Monday 
through Friday from 10 a.m. 
to 8 p.m., Saturdays from 10 
a.m. to 6 p.m. and Sundays 
from noon to 5 p.m. They will 
also periodically host demo 
days for interested beginners 
to come out and try to get the 
feel of riding a kite, and will 
also have kite giveaways. To 
see information about upcoming 
demo days or events check out 
www.facebook.com/kotikites.
Chris Franz • chrisfranzphoto.blogspot.com
KotiKites & WindSports, a new store located on the corner of Broadway and First Avenue in Fargo, sells 
an assortment of kites along with other equipment specifically used for kiting on snow and water.
BY MATTHEW BECKMAN
beckmanma@mnstate.edu
Store profits off F-M area’s breezy weather
Fargo: The new windy city
To read more from this writer, 
visit his blog at 
mattjbeckman.blogspot.com
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years, but after that third 
year they start to drop off,” 
Szymanski said. “That’s after 
they’ve been with us for 
two years and have already 
accumulated a bunch of debt.” 
Szymanski said part of the 
reasoning behind this decision 
was to avoid putting students in 
that position.
The decision was based on a 
number of reasons and extensive 
research done by the task force. 
Gorsline and Szymanski both 
strongly believe that it is the 
best decision for students in the 
long run.
They said the university will 
put forth a strong effort to help 
students transition.
“We will reach out to 
students as they will let us 
reach out to them,” Gorsline 
said. She said they will openly 
advise students, and help 
them evaluate their options 
for potential majors at MSUM 
or potential transferring. 
Additionally, the university 
is working to put together a 
specialized team of advisers to 
help with this change.
Students at the meeting 
were not only concerned about 
themselves, but also concerned 
about their professors. The 
current Corrick Center faculty 
will have the opportunity 
to request to teach in their 
department within the main 
campus.
“They have the same rights 
as everybody else on campus,” 
Szymanski said, meaning 
that because their department 
has been closed does not 
necessarily mean they will be 
laid off.
Although they are upset 
about the change, both Fritz 
and Richard said they feel it 
will be okay.
“It’s gonna be somewhat of 
a change for me, but I think 
I’ll be okay, down the road,” 
Richard said.
As a mentor for the Corrick 
Center learning community, 
Fritz said she will advise the 
students to keep an open mind 
and “don’t get down and don’t 
get discouraged.”
Admins focus on transitioning students
Continued from front
To read more from this writer, 
view her blog at 
charlyhaley.blogspot.com
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Non-Stop Jet Service from Fargo
Allegiant Delta American United
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Phoenix-Mesa
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